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As an aside, just after the 1936-1938 movie dial era, Wards introduced a new 
model number format that is a boon to radio collectors. The format is YY-LL-
NNNN where YY is the model year with its ones and tens digits reversed, LL is the 
initials of the manufacturer and NNNN is the unique model number.  Examples:

1.	 93BR-714B is: 1939 model year, made by Belmont Radio, radio unique 
model identifier is 417B

2.	 04WG-1108A is: 1940, Wells Gardner, model 1108A. Interestingly, the 
catalog number for this set retained the form of P162C 1108. The A and 
no suffix versions can be found on-line.

Model suffixes:
1.	 The A and B suffix in the examples above look to be product change 

tracking. For example, the 62-417A and 62-417B models look the same 
in photographs. 

2.	 The only case of a movie dial E suffix is found on models 62-270 & 62-
270E. They appear in the Rider schematic page Mont.-Ward 14-96. The 
significance of the E may be telephone dial tuning shown as an option on 
the schematic. The 62-270 is a manual tune movie dial radio. No other 
information was found on the E model as of this writing.

3.	 Movie dial models 62-308 and 62-308X 14 are the same set except the X 
suffix model is equipped with a 25 cycle (HZ) A power transformer. The 
X suffix is used on multiple models for the same purpose.

Wells Gardner
Wells Gardner uses a system of letters and or numbers for their radio series. The 
designation series is the chassis number when used in client radios that have 
multiple configurations. The series number is the model and chassis number for a 
singular client cabinet model and when marketed under the Wells Gardner name. 
An example is the Wards 62-197 16 tube set (non-movie dial). It was sold under 
the Wells Gardner name and LaFranceB brand as a Series 6F. The label in the 
Airline cabinet shows just 62-197.

W.G.24 is often on paper labels, metal labels and even in print. W.G.24 is 
associated with the licensing notice from RCA, Hazeltine, et al with their patent 
numbers. W.G.24 is often confused for the Wells Gardner series number when it 
appears on a standalone license label not associated with the radio model number 
and details such as tube layout. Therefore, it is logical that W.G.24 is the licensing 
information independent of presentation. The example below is a metal license 
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label from a circa 1930 Kimball model 60637 Cathedral made by Wells Gardner 
from their series 60 63. W.G. 24 is on lower left.

Correlating Airline models to Wells Gardner series 
Step one was 
to make a list 
of movie dial 
radio models. 
This was done 
searching www.
radiomuseum.org  
– one publisher 
had a long list of 
movie dial sets 
in his listings - 
with publications 
listed in 
references below 
and Greg Van 
Beek’s kind help. 
The subsequent 
list was vetted 
against Riders 
and on-line 
photos. Some sets 
are mis-identified 
both as movie 
dials and as not 
being movie 
dials in various 
publications. That 
is not to criticize 
the authors,  as 
errors have been 
caught in this 
process and 
some have surely 
remained.

While digging 
into the various 
models of movie dial sets, the labels in the cabinets revealed their Wells Gardner 
series. Curiosity drove the process to correlate Wells Series to the many Airline 
models. There were a variety of methods used to match up Wards to Wells:

1.	 Look at physical set labels  – only a few available in a timely manner 
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2.	 Look up all models on-line 
      a. www.radiomusuem.org – some had WG series listed that were later  
           verified by schematic comparison, while others had pictures of  their   
            cabinet labels
       b.  Antique radio forums that listed specific period publications
3.	 Rider Mont.-Ward schematics sometimes have the WG series number 
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in small print on the lower left below the schematic. Rider used the 
manufacturers schematic as provided with their own augmentations. 
This was a welcome surprise found well into the process.

4.	 When no Wells Series numbers were available, Rider Mont.-Ward 
schematics were compared to Rider Wells-Gard schematics. Often 
the Wards schematic and its Wells schematic were in different Rider 
volumes. 

The research resulted in a big spreadsheet of information. The chart below is the 
essence of those findings. 
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As the chart shows, 12 identified Wells Gardner series made 36 Airline models. 
This is smart engineering and manufacturing as peripheral changes to a common 
series make multiple models. That strategy is commonly used across many 
industries then and now; it keeps cost, complication, and cycle time down. 

The same series radios were sold to other firms such as Western Auto as a Truetone 
brand and within the Airline brand the same chassis was used for a movie dial and 
a round dial table radio. Below are pictures of an Airline 62-41815 movie dial and 
a tired 62-22615 round dial. These Airline models and a Truetone model used the 
Wells Gardner FLL series chassis.

These Airline 62-418 and 62-226 (pictured, next page) are the same cabinet with 
different dials and grill variations, another smart business decision. Wells Gardener 
made private label radios for retailers as their primary business. Cabinets and 
chassis were reused across models within product lines and across product lines. 

This is still a work in progress as evidenced by the chart. Primary data from 
Montgomery Ward catalogs and physical radios was used when available. 
Next best information came from in-period documents from John F. Rider and 
Hugo Gernsback. Hard proof of details has not always been found. In those 

Circled numbers are common chassis sets and unknown Wells series numbers
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cases statements have been made with qualifying words such as it appears. In 
all cases when using this information, Trust but verify to borrow the quote from 
Ronald Regan (who borrowed it from the Russian proverb). The objective is to 
understand product and company history as best we can by looking through the 
rearview mirror.

62-418

62-226


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